A conceptual model and case study for the psychological assessment of hysterical pseudo-seizures with the Rorschach.
Conceptual models are being increasingly utilized to guide psychological assessment of complex clinical problems. In this article, I present a conceptual model to direct the assessment of personality processes involved in producing hysterical pseudo-seizures. Pathological personality processes present in hysterical reactions are outlined. Rorschach parameters that have been validated and that are therefore considered good indicators of the relevant personality processes are presented. A case study of a patient with both documented genuine and hysterical pseudo-seizures demonstrates use of the model. I offer a treatment plan that is related to the psychological structure of the patient. Use of this model may improve psychological consultation in medical settings.